H ORT. 0 S PIT 
. 8 % ee | 
A CLASSICAL REPRESENTATION 


V-E.G.E TABLE: $Y. SEM 


A vxvx ARS to be a great deſideratum in the Science of Botany, which, 
though it in part exiſts in a diſperſed tate, being ſcattered over the libraries 
of collectors in general, and perhaps almoſt collected together in that of 
Sir Joſeph Banks in particular, yet the ſeparation of the different works in 
different collections, and even of different parts. of the ſame work in the 
ſame collection, form together inſurmountable obſtacles to the ſyſtematic 
arrangement, and eſpecially to the compariſon of figures by the only com- 
prehenſive mode of juxta-poſition. For example, ſuppoſing the object were 
to examine all the genus Campanula, Erica, Convolvulus, Iris, &c. the 
difficulty, amounting almoſt to impoſſibility, of doing that in any preſent 
exiſting collection, muſt be apparent to any perſon converſant with botanical 
works. A ſearch without any direction, except the imperfe& one of re- 
ferences in books, muſt be made through every part of every botanical 


work with plates :—to ſupply this defect; in ſhort, to do that as to the 


repreſentation of plants, which has been done by Linneus and his followers 
in the deſcription of them; namely, to arrange them methodically, is the 
end of the intended Plan :—the following means of effecting which are 


propoſed : 


I. Txar a ſelect ſociety, conſiſting of not leſs than twenty, be formed 
for the purpoſe of framing and clafling, according to the Linnean arrange- 
ment, a collection of Figures of the Vegetable Syſtem, as far as hitherto 


repreſented ; of procuring betier Figures where bad, and new Figures of un- 


figured Plants ; ſo as, from time to time, to make approaches towards a 
complete Hortus Pictus. 

It is ſuggeſted in favour of this Plan, that the procuring of new En- 
gravings where they are wanted, will at leaſt pay the expences, or more, by 
publiſhing them ſingly as ſuch Engravings are taken. 

The taſte of the preſent time is peculiarly favourable to this under- 
taking, as the repreſentation of plants 1s in a conſtantly progreffive increaſe 
and improvement by the continuing works of Dr. Smith, Jacquin, Oeder, 

Pallas, Heritier, Curtis, Miller, &c. &c. &c. 
While the Plates of the different works form the Hortus, the Letter- preſs 
will be by no means uſeleſs, tending 3 at the fame time to form a Botanical 


. | Lb ; 


— nm. <td... 8 


e 


32 on —— — 


— — ces Se. 


D 


* 


6 
Library; and the duplicates, or triplicates of Figures, which muſt occur in 

many inſtances, will be far from ſuperfluous, as different Figures being taken 
from different ſpecimens in various ſtages of vegetation, or with ſome vari- 
ation in the parts repreſented, certainly give a more comprehenſive in- 


formation of the Plant in 6 thus collectively, than either of them * 
ſingly. 


II. Tnar, in order to raiſe the neceſſary fund for buying the beſt exiſt- | 
ing works, the members are, in the firſt place, to ſubſcribe twenty guineas 


each; or in whole or part thereof, to contribute books to the full value, 


conſiſting only of ſuch works as the ſociety entirely approve of, and wourd 
otherwiſe be under the neceſſity of purchaſing, 


HI. Tnar the annual ſubſcription at preſent ſhall be five guineas each, 


(ſubject to the ſame option of contributing books inſtead of ſubſcriptions as 


in the above article,) until a leſs ſubſcription ſhall be found ſufficient, in the 
opinion of the majority of the members, by the expences decreaſing, as they 
would neceſſarily do A year in proportion to the collection nn 


IV. Tnar any "IM of gentlemen, not more than five, may _ 


together one ſubſcription, which will reduce their ſeveral parts to four 


guineas each for the ſingle original ſubſcription to the fund, and one guinea 
a year at moſt afterwards, with this only difference, for the difference of the 
expence, that they have no vote in the management of the Hortus. a This 
rule is made, that ſuch a number of perſons, and eſpecially any part of the 


G12. members of any Society of Natural Hiſtory, who may not chuſe individually 


to ſubſcribe, may thus, on very eaſy terms, have all the benefit of the 
eſtabliſhment. | 


v. Tux Hortus is to be depofited i in a room, wa for iis purpoſe, in 
ſome central fituation in London; and a mode of admitting ftrangers, from 
curioſity, or for the uſe of the Hortus, may be adopted ; which, though 
intended more for the purpoſe of regulation than advantage, will be, it is 
£0nceived, of ſufficient benefit to defray the expences of the room, &c. 


* 


Bi gentleman, generally converſant with Natural Hiſtory, and eſpecially 
with botanical works, conſtantly reſident in London „ has offered to act as 
ſecretary, without any recompence. | | 

An accurate and authentic Nomenclature in general, with en par- 


ticular Catalogues, will form a conſtant object of attention to the Society; 


tending altogether to afford a more univerſal and ſyſtematic liſt of references 


than is yet exiſting; and it is no ſmall object alone, with reſpect to the uſe | 


as well as difficulty of doing it, to reduce all the names that are not Linnean, 
ſuch as thoſe of Tournefort, Haller, P. Miller, Dillenius, &c. &c. &c. to the 


| Linnean Nomenclature. ; 


It is to be obſerved that the value of the ſeveral works uſed in forming the 
Hortus would be by no means diminiſhed; and as the Hortus is formed out of 


Ts ſo. it may be at any time again reſolved 1 into them, wath little or no loſs 


fuſtained.: 


. 

fuſtained; in which caſe, though it ſhould fail as a Hortus Pictus, it would 
be perfect as a Botanical Library. 

The eligibility of this Plan appears from the uſe it would be of i in every 
inſtance where figures are of uſe to the Science of Botany: the Hortus Pictus 
forming a general arrangement of figures; which is to the whole Vegetable 

| Syſtem what one figure is to one plant. Certainly, next to living ſpecimens, 
the Hortus Pictus would be moſt ſerviceable to the ſtudent, and even before 
them, in one great reſpect, in as much as no collection of plants can afford 
any thing like a ſucceſſive ſyſtematic comparifon of the different ſpecies of 
different genera, from the abſence of many in any ſingle garden, and from 
the neceſſary diviſion of thoſe that are preſent, into ſeparate houſes, and 

various ſoils, added to the different times of effloreſcence, all which being 
natural, are inſurmountable obſtacles to the collective and collateral examin- 
ation of plants. 

That this comes long before any other aid to the ſtudent, and aſſiſtance 
to the proficient, the conſideration of all ethers will clearly evince. 

Verbal deſcriprion atone of plants is found quite inſufficient, being a vain 
attempt to acquire, by theory alone, a knowledge which is certainly more 
than half indebted to practice for its attainment. The only inſtance perhaps, 
or at leaſt the greateſt, in which repreſentation excels deſcription (as in the only 
inſtance of the preference of painting to poetry) 1s that preciſe caſe which 
applies to this ſubject; namely, the operation of perception being quicker 
than that of reflection; and the intuitive view of the whole at once, being 
more impreſſive than the ſucceſfive relation of the parts. In ſhort, to ſtate 
the caſe in practice, rather than reaſon upon it abſtractedly, let any perſon 
judge whether he receives the beſt idea of a plant by a minute verbal deſcrip- 2 
tion or an accurate delineation. | | 

The Hortus Siccus has been long eſtabliſhed, and continues to be found 
uſeful, under all the diſadvantages of daily decline, and final, nor yet very 

diſtant decay :—that has indeed the benefit of arrangement in common with 
this, but not of durability. The neceſſity ſo well conceived, and ſo ably acted 
on, by Dr. Smith, of ſubſtituting the drawing for the! dried ſpecimen, by 
which it becomes perpetuated, when it would otherwiſe have periſhed, IS 2 
ſtrong proof of this preference. 

It is not at all meant to contend for the exclufive nes of: a Hortus 
Pictus, but for the preference of it, from the united objects of em, com- 

prehenfiveneſs, and eaſy acceſs, to any other botanical aid; nor is it neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh even that preference to others, ſo long as it be admitted only as 

one additional mode, where none are ſuperfluous, of promoting the ſcience. 

Let them all prevail! they certainly all mutually aſſiſt each other, an ſhould 
therefore all be ſeverally and jointly purſued. 

So far from this Society interfering with, or intrenching upon 
ing Society of Natural Hiftory, the Warwick-Street, the Linnean or any | 
other, it is conceived rather to contribute ſome aſſiſtance to them; having s | 
but one plain uniform object, which none of them have in common with 47, 
but which it will ſupply 1 in common to all of them. Indeed this Plan might 

well, in point of propriety, if it could alſo in point of expence, be ;ingrafied 
upon, and incorporated with, either of thoſe Societies; which would equally 


anſwer L ( 


” of 


tg ) 


anſwer the purpoſe to the public, and eſpecially to the propoſer, who has the 
honour of belonging to both thoſe ſocieties. Without forming other projects 
before 7his is accompliſhed, it is only ſuggeſted, that this Plan may be here- 
after equally extended to, and is equally wanted in, — other branch of 
Natural Hiſtory. 
The praflicability will, I truſt, follow from the eligibility. If this Plan be, 
as it is contended, of effential ſervice to the promotion of an uſeful ſcience, 
and the gratification of an elegant amuſement, can it be doubted-that twenty, 


or at 3 twenty-five perſons. upon either the ground of public ſpirit or 
private taſte, will be found to carry it into execution on the terms ſtated in 


the ſketch of the Plan, which are deemed ſufficient for a general propoſal, 

which {till have much, but that eaſily, to be ſupplied in the detail? All 
which further particulars will be adjuſted by the Society, ſubject to the 

approbation of every member; who, in entering thus far generally into the 
Plan, is by no means pledged to proceed if in the detail any thing ſhould | 
make him difinclined, —This conſideration will, it is hoped, the more readily | 

induce perſons to lend their aſſiſtance to the completion of the Plan, provided 
they ſee no radical defects in the propoſal of it. 

If a ſufficient number of names be obtained, (that is twenty at leaſt,) 
immediate notice will be given of a meeting for the purpoſe of meliorating 
and completing the Plan; towards which every advice and affiſtance, even 
of thoſe who may not chuſe to contribute to the erpence of it, are moſt 
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